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PREFACE 


The campaign on Violence Against Women called HISAAB: Hinsa Sehna Bandh (Demand 
Accountability: Stop Tolerating Violence) was formally launched on 25° November 2000 at 
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh (India) by a women’s network in Uttar Pradesh, WAMA (Women’s 
Association for Mobilisation and Action). But the campaign was initiated much earlier as the 
activists of WAMA struggled to deal with the bewildering range and frequency of incidents of 
Violence Against Women in the course of work in different parts of the state. This campaign 
" was launched not only to throw light on the lack of appropriate health care services for 
women, firmly entrenched patriarchal values among all government functionaries, absence of 
shelter and support and total absence of any thought on the problems of rehabilitation of 
women, but also to bring forth the terrifying situations inter-connected with these problems. 
The law does not recognise forcible denial of the right to marriage, marital rape, child sexual 
abuse, domestic and sexual violence or myriad other forms of attack that women in the state 
have to face on a regular basis. ic. 2 


In an attempt to address these issues, and demand accountability from society and the state, 

WAMA launched the HISAAB campaign. Analysing all legal and constitutional frameworks, 
WAMA pointed out that the state could not afford to shrug off responsibility for ensuring a life 
free of violence for all women. As a signatory to the international treaty CEDAW’, the state 
was bound to take proactive steps to protect women’s human rights. WAMA together with 
other women’s organisations, collected clear evidence of the failure of the State in 
safeguarding what it had already promised women in the Constitution. Research and studies on 
the violence meted out to women carried out on the basis of media scanning, secondary 
data(often provided by the State itself) and primary data, proved that despite existing 
provisions of protecting women’s rights, the same was not being implemented in Uttar Pradesh 
and the crime graph against women was on a continuous rise. Preliminary data was presented 
to the concerned Government departments in April 2001, urging the state to make changes at 
the levels of policy, programme and implementation. 


Along with these efforts, WAMA engaged in fact-finding and direct case work, Campaigns and 
demonstrations at the grassroot level, and active alliance building with human rights groups, 
lawyers groups, women’s organisations in other states and media persons sensitive to issues 
related to women’s right. The culmination of considerable mobilisation from the grassroot to 
the national level was the HISAAB Jan Adalat (Public Tribunal) of December 9-10, 2001 - an 
enormous gathering of over 3500 women from all over the state at Lucknow, organised by 
WAMA with collaborative organisations like the Janwadi Mahila Samiti, Pragatisheel Mahila 
Manch and the Mahila Federation. The gathering symbolised a step forward in the women’s 
movement of Uttar Pradesh, with women lighting torches, speaking out in public about their 
unspeakable experiences, and taking a pledge to struggle against all forms of violence. We 
hope this report of the Jan Adalat will enkindle many more torches in favour of this rnovement 
of Violence Against Women and the pledge will find an echo in all hearts. 


WAMA, December 2001. 


" Convention For Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against Women 
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q WAMA crater Sceobaedges CTR maiiduals era organisaions fot Rett | 
| whole-hearted contribution towards making aS HISAAB Campaign a hate 
SUCCESS. : 


First of all we extend our sincere gratitude towards all our associate 
4 organisations which decided to jointly organise this campaign and contributed 
4] their valuable time, energy and resources to make it a grand success. Above all 
: we extend our deepest gratitude to all the volunteers for their sincere hard 
work. | 


We also express our gratitude towards the members of the decision-making body 
of the Jan Adalat whose presence added to the gravity of the Campaign. 


The active role played by the various women’s rights organisations from all over 
the country gave an impetus not only to this campaign and encouragement to the 
participants , but also gave a boost to the entire movement in Uttar Pradesh. — 


We are also thankful to all the Government officials of Lucknow, without whose , | 
support it would have been impossible to organise this Campaign. | | - 


q And finally we wish to acknowledge the strength and inspiration we all received 
from the thousands of poor rural women who attended the Public Tribunal and 
shared their stories of struggle. 
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_ PROGRAMME SCHEDULE 


‘9 December, 2001 


*. 


Lighting of the torch and inaugural song. 


~~ First Session - 
BEIRS Introduction to the Campaign a 
Statement of associated organisations (AIPWA, Mahila. Federation) 
** Simultaneous Workshops on Violence Against Women - Law, Health, 
Patriarchy, War, Communalism, Casteism 


Second Session - | 
% Presentations on Workshops. 
“* Statement of associated organisation leche 


*. 


** Cultural Programme | 


10 December, 2001 
_ % Inauguration by release of poster” 
“+ Jan Adalat - Public Tribunal on Women’s Stories of Struggle 
- Status Report on violence against women in Uttar Pradesh 
“* Study of Counselling Centres of family courts in Uttar Pradesh - Presentation 
of Report. ” 
“+ Decision of the Panel of Jurors of Jan Adalat. 
** Declaration of Jan Adalat. 
- Oath taking and Closure. 


Se sevesesceeeseevesver 
Sseseeseeenes 
Portree 


Seceroessee 
eesesee 
Seoecescces 


sacetescsesesecesees 
8ee28e8266868 
a OOeeercesresscoenee 


SISSTSSTSSS SES TE 


oo 


oe 


000d 6000 He OESSOE SORTS + SES EES OES EEOSD 
Seescedssssseeeesees 
Pere irrritr rer iiiree 


Ssesvaccsaseneee 
Seseseeeeeoeeeeeese 
rortyt rte ere 


eevecose 
sees 
eesceese 


Seer Cee rene tees sseessoereee 
esee008862088288888 
yrtrerr ii 


2%. 
see 
soe 
Pt 


s 
Seceeseescedetonsese esocensesebensesencceesetce stents 


LEAS LAA Pre erirtrirrir iii er ed 


suse aves yESHaNSeNaR sey SANNNSEN SNE SHRASRN AS SMNREM NMS SNER VERSA ES ATEN PES BNSERNSTSNMEEM NAIM ER SHY NESEME TSS ER SHER EERE ER ES 


DECLARATION AND LIST OF DEMANDS OF THE JAN ADALAT 


We, the women of UP and our organisations, believe that every individual, 


irrespective of caste, creed, gender or religion, is entitled to the right to live a life . 


of dignity. The responsibility and accountability for ensuring this right rests with the 
Government whether it be in the field of personal or public right. In this they are 
bound by the Constitution and international agreements. In failing to do so the state 
is morally and constitutionally incapable of discharging its responsibility towards its 
citizens. 


We visualise a society where women being treated with dignity are accorded 
equality in social, economic and political life. Every citizen should live a fearless 
life. We condemn the atrocities being faced by the Dalits and the minority citizens 
as also globalisation and military actions. We are also against the uncontrolled 
power in the hands of the police vested by inhuman laws like POTO. 


We demand the following from the State Government - 

1. The increasing trend of violence against women in the State such as killing 
for the sake of honour, parading nude, physical atrocities in the name of 
religion and Sati etc. be treated as a grave offence. In such cases speedy and 
strict action be ensured. 

2. Regular dialogues and meetings between police and women organisations at 

the state level be arranged to discuss the action take on incidents of violence 
against women. | | 

3. State Government should approve the Ordinance on domestic violence placed 
before the Parliament. A legal Women Commission be Constituted in the 


State of UP. The persons nominated to be the member of the Commission =: 


should be associated with women revolutions and social work. 

4. The Government should pass a scheme in the State Legislature on state policy 
towards women in consultation with women organisations. 

5. The state should immediately annul the anti-women Population Policy. 
Instead a sensitive policy towards women be prepared. 

6. The Government should release a white paper on the position of Dalit and 
minority women in UP. 


7. Effective steps should be taken to accord the right to property to women. — 


While allotment of additional land on tease, priority should be accorded to 
those families which are headed by a woman. Land allotments should be done 

: in joint names. 
Right to food is a fundamental right of every citizen. Appropriate steps should be 
taken to ensure this and public distribution systems should be made more effective. 
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HISAAB CAMPAIGN 


Opinions and Recommendations from the Panel of Jurors 
At the HISAAB Campaign Public Tribunal 
10th December 2001, Lucknow 


We, the Panel of Jurors at the HISAAB Campaign Public Tribunal, having heard the 
personal testimonies and cases presented today give the following opinions and 
recommendations: : 


That a woman is punished throughout her life, firstly for being a woman and for giving 
birth to girl children as in the case of Waheeda, for other's crimes as in the case of 
Draupadi, and the bodies of women are used as the sites for settling scores. Women are 
punished for breaking the silence, as in the cases of Rekha, Kareshani, Maya, and in the 
Saadatpur firing case. She is punished when she fights for the right to life, or when she 
tries to end her life because it is made miserable beyond bearing. She is therefore not 
allowed to live with dignity or to die: her life is a commodity in somebody else's hands. 


She is a medium to amass other people's wealth, either through dowry, or because of 
property, like Neelam Gupta, Deepti and Kismatun Bano. Whether Hindu or Muslim, 
women suffer equally, and Dalit women are victims of triple oppression, for being poor, 
for being Dalits and for being women . The state police and judiciary are generally found 
as standing with the oppressor and not helping in these cases although their job is to help 
and ensure justice, as in the Maya Gautam case or the Saadatpur firing case. 


We recognise that our primary strength as women's organisations lies in our unity and our 
struggle for justice. 


In view of the apathy towards the recommendations we have been making for the last 
twenty years which have not been implemented, now we only seek that state machinery 
smust perform its minimal duties in accordance with the constitution and its provisions, 
and implement all existing legislation relating to women without bias especially the SC/ST 
Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989 Act. 


We call upon all governments to enact Domestic Violence Legislation as formulated by the 
Women's Movement without dilution and tampering. We also call upon the judiciary and 
the police to do justice according to law without fear or favour or bias against the victims 
of oppression. We call upon all mechanisms of the state to engage on a war footing in 
gender sensitisation of police, judiciary, medical practitioners and legal professionals. 


We call upon the state to allow space for democratic struggle and not crush it with 
oppressive laws like POTO. 


(Vimal Thorat) (Syeda Hamid) (Indira Jaisingh) (Rooprekha Verma) 


HISAAB CAMPAIGN 


INTRODUCTION TO THE HISAAB CAMPAIGN PUBLIC TRIBUNAL 


Objectives of the HISAAB <ampalan: 


» To sensitise the community and the state on the issue of increasing violence 
against women in Uttar Pradesh. 


» To focus attention of the state on the fact that violence against women is a grave 
and development-related issue. 

» To engage all concerned stakeholders in seeking solutions to the problem form a 
rights perspective 


» To demand protection and redressal systems that are easily accessible to women. 


Structure of the Campaign: 


The HISAAB (Hinsa Sahna Bandh) Campaign was divided in two phases - 


Phase - | . 

The first phase involved intensive information- collection, where information regarding 
recorded incidents of violence against women was gathered from five zones of Uttar 
Pradesh using data from the police, hospitals and the media over a four-month period. An 
analysis of the data thus gathered was then collated and presented to organisations as 
well as representatives of various departments of the state on 9-10" April, 2001 at 
Lucknow the capital of UP, India. (For a complete report see GROUND REALITIES, 
published by WAMA, 2002) 7 | 


Representatives of various departments responded positively, and a dialogue has been 
initiated with the following two departments: 

¢ The Director General of Police, Human Rights 

¢ Secretary, Women and Child Department 


It is hoped that the dialogue shall continue, especially with the police and the Department 
of Women and Child Development, who gave concrete action oriented commitments to the 
campaigners. 


Phase - Il 
To highlight the instances of violence against women WAMA focussed on fact findings and 


during the year of campaign, WAMA initiated eight fact findings on different cases of 
violence against women including cases of stripping in Amethi, organised killings in 
Muzuffarnagar and Kushinagar and many other incidents of assault and acts of violation. 
These fact-findings were not limited to publishing reports but also included action on the 
case such as pressurising the state machinery to respond. 


Apart from this WAMA members also conducted a study of the Family Counselling Centres 
in the Family Courts all over UP. 
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The second phase was geared towards a Public Tribunal, which was held on 9°"-10"" 
Dec’2001 (i.e., Human Rights Day) to focus attention on the state of women’s human 
rights. Testimonies of survivors of violence against women, highlighting the culpability of 
the state machinery, were heard by a panel of people’s judges. These judges gave general 
comments on the issue in the light of their expertise and pronounced specific 
recommendations on the testimonies. 


During further deliberations, the case studies would be presented which will highlight 
state culpability for violence against women. The Panel of Judges would give comments in 
addition to its general comments on violence against Women and would make specific 
recommendations for settlement of the cases. | 


Conceptual Framework of the HISAAB Campaign: 


In this Campaign, the status of violence against women in Uttar Pradesh was examined on 
the basis of parameters set by CEDAW (Convention for Elimination for Dissemination 
Against Women) since India is signatory to the Convention. The role of the State, the legal 
procedure and Constitution, as well as the dejure and defacto circumstances were 
studied, which include the polices and legal position on violence as also women’s own 
experiences of the implementation of these policies and laws. 


The dejure examination revealed that the State has a welfare-oriented outlook towards 
women which is devoid of any rights perspective. The State has visualised the role of 
women as confined within the family and established various social parameters for their 
safety and dignity. It was also found that the State representatives held the women mostly 
responsible for the violence against her and she is not entitled to the right of justice. The 
examination of the defacto situation revealed that though there are laws and provisions 
for safety of women, these are implemented with considerable laxity. Not only this, the 
representatives of Government and administration are guided by their pre-conceived 
notions and bindings of sex, caste, religion, group and community while performing their 
obligations for implementing the law. 


During the HiSAAB Campaign, the women’s organisations of Uttar Pradesh tried to develop 
a wider definition on violence against women and its different connotations. Violence 
against women is seen merely as an injury, a punishment or a revenge, and the State’s 
role towards preventive and security aspects is ignored. Besides, today the State itself is 
often directly and indirectly responsible for violence against women. | 


Therefore, the HISAAB Campaign tried to explore and facilitate an understanding of 
these major facets of violence against women: 


1. Patriarchy - Confinement of women within the precincts of their social background 
and reluctance of the State to intervene in the private zone (within the family for 
example) despite violations of human rights of women 
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Health - The population policies of the state and discriminatory health programmes 
continuously increase the violence against women. Moreover, the State healthcare 
system does not see gender-based violence as a health issue at all. 


Communalism - A woman is seen as a mark of identification of community, religion 
and group, and is a victim of communal counter-violence. The State is fully aware 
of this but extends its silent support. 


Law - Although several provisions have been included in the law, yet often the 
might of law and its intervention is used against women and not in their favour. 


War - Violation of human rights of women during war and in anticipation of war, 
dissolution of families, sexual abuse and non-provision of adequate resources by 


the State for the development of women on the plea of war. 


. Casteism - Triple exploitation of women on the basis of race, refusal to record 


complaints of Dalit women and sexual abuse at the first opportunity by the 
representatives of law. 
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DAY ONE i ae eh : a 9 December, 2001 


The Public Tribunal on Violence Against Women in Uttar Pradesh was organised in Jyotiba 
Phule Stadium, Lucknow on 09-10 December 2001. The programme was organised by 
WAMA (Women’s Association for Mobilising and ‘Action) network. This campaign was 
organised with the collaboration of different organisations working for the empowerment 
of women. The different networks were Janwadi Mahila Samiti (JMS), Pragatisheel Mahila 
Manch and the National Women’s Federation. About 3500 women and representatives from 
60 organisations, from different parts of the country participated in the programme. 


ae 


The Inaugural Session 


The two-day programme was inaugurated by the lighting of torches and dancing and 

aS RE ok Sila singing to the beating of drums. As 
the torch was lit, all the participants 
raised slogans in favour of unity, 
power and freedom of women. The 
‘cultural teams from Vanangana and 
DISHA = sang activist songs about 
women overcoming violence. 


The inaugural session was conducted 
by Jashodhara Das Gupta, a member 
of WAMA, who presented a brief 
report on the HISAAB Campaign. She 
stated that Public Tribunal of the 

HISAAB Campaign had been an effort to bring women of Uttar Pradesh on one platform to 
address the issue of violence against women. She stated that the HISAAB Campaign was 
started from 25'° Nov. 2000, the International “No Violence against Women” day. She 
further clarified that the campaign had been implemented in two phases, so as to ensure 
that all the activities were validated through an increasing collective mandate of the 
network, and the campaign was substantiated by research and grassroots action. 


In the first phase of the Campaign, women’s organisations from from different parts of 
Uttar Pradesh decided to collect information of recorded incidents of violence against 
women from the police, hospitals and the media over a period of 4 months. Secondary 
data was also collected through a literature search. An analysis of the data thus collected 
was presented to voluntary organisations and various Government authorities and their 
opinion was sought. Thereafter, the second phase was geared towards a Jan Adalat 


(Public Tribunal) for presenting the various incidents of violence against women before a 
panel of people’s judges. | 
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After this Ms. Hemlata Swaroop from National Women Federation was invited to share her 
views. She started by welcoming all the women present in the campaign. She stated that 


we object to the system that favours violence and oppression of women and does not even 
give girls the right to live. . 


She also mentioned that in the Parliament, a quarterly report on violence against women 
is presented which shows the alarming rate of increase on the number of cases being 


reported every year. She also highlighted some points relating to the low status vale women 
in the state: 


The sex ratio in the state is amongst the lowest i in the country with 898 | 
women per 1000 men in U.P. Lucknow District has sex ratio of 829 | 
women per 1000 men. The fact is that these figures indicate that there 
are 8879743 missing women in the state. 

e Infant Mortality Rate (Girl Child) in U.P. is 86.7 per 1000 live births as 
against that of the National Average of 70.8 per 1000 (SRS Data 2001). || 
Son preference is extremely strong, as having a son carries the lineage 
and ensures the proper execution of one’s final rites. This preference for | 
sons has led to female infanticide, which with modern technology has |] 
become female foeticide. 

e In the 0-6 age group, the sex ratio indicates that there are 1335758 girl 
children missing in the state. 

e The literacy rate of women in U.P. stands at a iow of 42.98% much lower 
than the National Average 54.16%. 

e U.P. has the highest number of reported dowry deaths and second 

highest number of rape cases in the country as per National Crime 

Record Bureau (1998). | , 


She also mentioned that U.P. tops the chart in violence against women and that Kanpur 
district has the largest number of VAW cases. She also said that many incidents related to 
domestic violence against women remain unreported. She felt that due to the low 
confidence level, women also face different kinds of atrocities at home. On the occasion 
of Human Rights Day she reiterated that the first step of human right for women should be 
her right to take birth, and expressed her fears at the decreasing female to male ratio. 


Ms. Ajanta Lohit from AIPWA organisation welcomed all the participants and stated that 
despite women having fought side by side with men during the war for Independence, yet 
they are still facing violence and atrocities at all levels. She added that the year 2001 had 
been declared by the Government as Women’s Empowerment Year but the data reflects 
the increasing trend of atrocities against women. For example, a mother was raped for 7 
days and her body parts were mutilated and later burnt because her daughter was 
involved in an affair. In another incident a Dalit woman was raped and her hands and legs 
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were mutilated because she refused to do her traditional job of "Maila Dhona” (carrying 


excreta). 


She mentioned that women were more affected in the 
context of War, Terrorism, Patriarchy, Casteism and 
Communal tension. In convicted rape cases, the demand 
had been made for life long imprisonment but this had 
not been implemented. The Government is completely 
against the 33% reservation for women in the 
Parliament. On the one side we are creating awareness 
among women but on the other side the atrocities 
against women in families and society are increasing 
day by day. Very few women go to Court or police for 
justice, and the ones who do go are not safe. Keeping 
in view all these things, we have to continue our 
struggle and for this we have to understand the 
different types of violence. 


Workshops on Different Aspects of Violence 
Against Women 


To develop an understanding on the different types of 
violence, six workshops were organised. All the women 
participants were divided into six groups to attend 
different workshops conducted by prominent women 
activists like Sheba Chhachhi, Kavita Srivastava, Sonia 
Jabbar, Malini, Dipta, Kumkum Sangari and Subhasini 
Ali The workshops were on the following topics: 


Patriarchy and Women 
War and Women 

Law and Women 

Health and Women 
Casteism and Women 
Communalism and Women 


SS eee 


Patriarchy: Social 
systems and the manner in 
which women are mired in 
their social contexts, and 
the state’s refusal to enter 
the private sphere to 
address their human right 
violations. 

Health: The state’s 
coercive population 
policies, indifferent health 
programmes and the effect 
on women, which are 
violative and contribute to 
ongoing violence and states 
refusal to accept 
responsibility for it. 

Communalism: The 
targeting of women as 
symbols of identity by 
communities, and the state 
collusion with and tacit 
approval to such usage. 

Law Enforcement: 
The choices made by the 
law enforcement machinery 
in its interventions, 
absences and contortions of 
legal provisions, as well as 
the “usage” of its powers, 
where women are 
concerned 

War - Violation of 
human rights of women 
during war and in 
anticipation of war, 
dissolution of families, 
sexual abuse and non- 
provision of adequate 
resources by the State for 
the development of women 
on the plea of war 

Casteism - Triple 
exploitation of women on 
the basis of race, refusal to 
record complaints of Dalit 
women and sexual abuse at 
the first opportunity by the 
representatives of law. 


The parallel workshops lasted for two hours and around 400-500 women attended each of 
them. Each had a variety of participatory methodologies like Role Play, Group discussion, 
Case studies, Action Presentation and lectures in order to develop better conceptual 
understanding on the topic. Each group then discussed at length and made presentations 


in the plenary session after tea break. 
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Plenary Session: Reporting from Workshops 


Ms. Subhasini Ali, President of AIDWA, chaired this session. Resource persons from each 
group presented their workshop report, which were as follows: 


1. Law and Women 


Ms. Kavita Srivastava from the PUCL and the Mahila Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan, 
Jaipur, facilitated the workshop with Lawyers’ Collective. She presented the major 
findings of the group discussion on Law and women. She stated that about 150- 200 
women shared their experiences of various types of atrocities like wife battering, 
dowry, grabbing of property. in many cases the women had to face death. She 
mentioned that the law-enforcement mechanisms like the police station and court 
were the very places where the women were harassed mentally and physically. 


The outcome of the workshop discussion was as follows: 


e 


i 


° 


The role of police, Police Station and courts has been negative in many cases. 
Generally the court did not side with the women victims. 

In many cases the police needed to be pressurized into responding rather than 
taking up their responsibility themselves. 

Talking about law brings to the fore matters of compromise where compromises 
based on emotional exploitation are the biggest barriers. 

There is need for developing synergy and struggle for winning court cases. 

There is need to follow Article 498 which provides for immediate arrest on any type 
of atrocity. 


Suggestions 


e 


There is need for unity to seek justice. To make the law and order situation 
effective there is a need for making the police responsible and accountable, and to 
create a forum. 

The compromises should be based on economic rights and not only on emotional 
grounds. 

The victim should always have a complete grasp of their cases with all the relevant 
documents, and should always pursue the related officials till they get justice. 
There is need to pay attention to and take up each and every case on a personal 
footing. 


2. Communalism and Women 
This Workshop was managed by Ms. Kumkum Sangari of New Delhi and Ms. Padma, 


member of WAMA made a presentation. The highlights are given below: 


Communalism has spread its web through out the country and is found in politics, 


education, bureaucracy, home and society. 
Communalism always focuses on identity politics, which always creates a division 


between ‘Us and Them’. 
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_. Chachi presented the findings, 


¢ Communalism effects women adversely and they face the maximum impact of it. 
The after effect of any communal violence affects women and children in 
particular and they become more vulnerable in coping. 

e Restrictions on inter-caste and inter-religious marriages have to be opposed. 

2 Divisions between Indians and ‘non-Indians” has to be countered. 


Suggestions — | 

@ No division is admissible in respect to caste, religion & nationality. We should all 
remember that we should all unite as women and confront all atrocities of 
communalism. — 

¢ Education, food-security, drinking water, health, employment etc. should be the 
focal discussion points among the women and not communalism. 


War & Women 

This workshop was managed by 
Sonia) Jabbar and _— Sheeba 
Chhachhi, women ___ activists 
working on the issue of women of 
Kashmir. On this topic Ms. Sheeba 


which are mentioned as below: 


¢ War is not the answer to any 
problem. The voice of women 
gets suppressed in the tumult 
of War. 4 i 
Most of the wars are fought on the basis of retaliation. 


- » On the basis of the reactions shown in this workshop on certain photographs 


exhibited, it can be concluded that the ones we consider our enemies are actually 
our own kith and kin. | | 

@ The example of Kashmir issue is quite eminent in front of us that since last 12 years 
there has been no solution and the maximum number of people from all 
communities have to face its hardships. On the contrary, the country is spending 
crores of rupees in maintaining peace in the valley. 

# The money for development is routed to defence purposes and we also find scams 
related to all these defence equipment purchase dealings. 

# Due to the prolonged war in Kashmir, people have become a mere commodity. Just 
as women are oppressed in the name of protection, so also in the guise of 
protecting the country and countrymen, innumerable hardships are heaped on 
them. People have to leave their land and migrate to different places. This 
increases their vulnerability & mental tensions. | 

# War presents the biggest hindrances for development. War witnesses an increase in 
various crimes including an increase in crimes against women. 
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Suggestions 


° 


"i 


P 


Money spent on defence should be curtailed and utilised for development activities 
like education, health, employment, since these are the true conditions of 
security. | 

Women endorsed the metals of non-violence for purposes of self defences instead 
of use of weapons. 

War should be the last resort. 


4. Patriarchy & Women 


This workshop was managed by 
the women activists of Nirantar, — 
New Delhi. Ms. Kalpana Khare, 
member of WAMA presented the 
findings of this workshop. She 
~ mentioned that in this workshop, 
the concept of Patriarchy was 
explained by the medium of a 
role-play which depicted how 
women are subordinated in the 
community. | 
@ Keep women inside the 
house, keep her away from all contacts with the outside world, so that men can 
have their own way. , 
Keep women away from all knowledge so that she accepts everything without 
question. | | 
Get the maximum work form women without credit or respect or minimum wages. 
Cheat women out of property and other rights. She has no rights either in her 
parental home or in her in-laws house. 


It was concluded from the discussions that neither men nor women is responsible for 
this state of affairs. It is the social system that is at fault. 


Suggestions © 
¢ Women have the right to respect and equality. 
2 Women have the right to a life with dignity. Right to property and information are 


crucial. 


5. Health & Women | | 
The staff and associates of Kriti Resource Centre, Lucknow, coordinated this workshop. 


Ms. Kalindi, member of WAMA presented the findings : 
e Inthe present health system a lot of violence against women takes place. In cases 
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like dowry and rape evidence can be obtained from medical examinations, but in 
these cases women do not get immediate relief or justice. 
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@ There is a pressure on women for sterilisation so as to achieve the population 
control targets. The target-oriented approach can lead to coercion by health 
workers and other departmental staff. 

_..@ The women are made to 
agree to sterilisation either 
by force or temptation of 
some incentives. 85% cases 
are based on incentives. 

¢ There is a high rate of the 
failure of __ sterilisation 
operations. 
@ There is lack of women 
doctors. 
@ The _ insensitive pea 
Bee rkers behave indifferently and carelessly with women patients. ! 
No preventive. measures are taken against infections during sterilisation operations. 
cea Suggestions | | | 
- Women doctors should be appointed. 3 r 
There should be no force employed to achieve target for sterilisation. 
Women should not be pressurised for sterilisation operation. ee 
Medicines should be available in primary health centres. 
Fees should be minimised. 
Government should provide adequate compensation for the failure of sterilisation 
operation. 
e 


e 
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Trained health personnel should be available for women all year. 


Caste Violence & Women F 
This workshop was managed by Ms. 
Suhasini Ali and Janwadi Mahila 
Samiti. This workshop was carried 
out in the form of a public hearing. 
Ms. 
presented the discussions of this 
workshop. They were as follows: 


Ranjana member of WAMA 


Violence based on caste has 
always been tolerated by 
women. This trend has 
increased in the last decade. . 

In a caste war, it is the woman 9 
who faces violence because she is a symbol of respectability of any caste or group. 
In caste violence 90-95% women face greater violence. 
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Suggestions 


@ Society should be cleansed of casteism and factionalism. When we talk of equality 
in matters of caste, gender Equality should also be equally important. 


After this presentation Ms. Subhasini Ali stated that though all the six topics were 


apparently unrelated to each other, they all converge when it comes to violence against 
women. She concluded that: 


"a 


Violence is used as a means of control. Violence is used as method to exercise control 
by the powerful over the weak viz. mind, body, labour and society. The powerful 
castes use violence against women of weaker castes to warn them against speaking out 
or acting in protest. pT" 
The police and law are only for “Powerful people”. Since a woman is the weakest 
amongst the weak, therefore nobody listens to her. | 
Violence against women is also prevalent in the health sector. The pressure of 


‘Sterilisation has been put almost entirely on women and new research and experiments 


tend to focus on women’s bodies, because of which they suffer terrible consequences. — 
Women have to pay Rupees 500 to deliver a baby in a Government Hospital. Thus. 
women are deprived of both education and health, as both of these are being provide 
as services on payment. | | 

Communalism means the use of religion. In order to rule, divide and control power, 
fundamentalism is being encouraged which refutes the independent identity of 


women. Women need to oppose communalism. This divides them, obstructs the road 


to progress, and denies their freedom. | 

In the preparation for war - development, education and employment are ignored. 
War is an international facet of violence. The objective behind large scale violence in 
again the same ie. control over the. weak. 

Wining the fight for equality would not only benefit a few women but all the women 
across the world. , — 
Economic and religious equality could bring an end to exploitation. This fight is for the 
liberalisation of humanity and society at large. This fight is also for firmly establishing 
equality. Preparations are to be made at all levels. These workshops are only the 
beginning. 

Therefore the fight by women against fundamentalism, racism and communalism 
would contribute towards liberating women from all bondages. 


The second Plenary Session of the first day thus ended with the above concluding 
statement made by Subhasini Ali. 


During the cultural programme in the evening, IPTA staged a drama called “AURAT”. © 
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DAY TWO 10 December, 2001 


Inaugural Session 


On the second day, deliberations began with a recapping of the activities and contexts of 
the previous day. After this a song was sung by Vanangana team named “Nyay lein Sabko - 


99 


Ms. Huma Khan from WAMA facilitated the morning deliberations. She stated that the 
campaign had been implemented in two phases. Phase | involved intensive data and 
information collection from Police Stations, Newspaper and media reports, and hospitals. 
Six member organisations of WAMA were involved in this process from Dec’ 2000 to March 
2001. 


The second phase was the fact-findings phase. The objective was to highlight the 
instances of violence against 
women. During this phase WAMA — 
had focused on __ fact-finding 
different cases of violence against 
women. The second phase had 
revealed testimonies of victims of 
VAW, which highlighted the 
culpability of the state machinery. 
A study of their experiences 
revealed the reactions, roles and 
agency of law and administrative 
machinery, the health system, 
| , communalism and _ overarching 
patriarchy. She stated that these would be the case studies that would be presented at a 
Jan Adalat before a panel of Public Judges, who were expected to give general comments > 
on the cases in the light of their expertise and pronounce recommendations on the 
testimonies. This had been organised specially on ‘Human Rights Day’. 


After that Huma invited Ms. Shanti and Ms. Santosh up on the stage to release a poster 
against violence entitled HINSA SEHNA BANDH, designed especially for the occasion. The 
two women were felicitated for their struggle against heavy odds: Shanti for her struggle 
to continue her education and Santosh for her struggles in her caste-based work which 
involves cleaning toilets and carrying the night soil. 


Ms. Shanti read the message given on the poster: 


Stop Tolerating Violence: 
Draupadi’ has been insulted for 5000 years and we are still silent 


1 < 
The wife of the Pandava brothers ( from the epic MAHABHARATA) who was stripped in public 
before her five husbands when they lost in a game of dice 
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¢ /n 2001, a woman called Draupadi living in a village of Uttar Pradesh was stripped by 
the men of her village on a land related dispute, and still we remained observers ; 
Is this what we mean by our so-called Honour? 


The data from just five districts in Uttar Pradesh reveal that 

e Each day there are at least 25 serious incidents of violence against women 

e Number of reported cases of rape: 51, arrests made by the police: ‘27 (that is, lass 
than 50 %) 

e Chief causes of death in recently married women: Demand ged a | motorcycle, a 
scooter, a gold chain, a buffalo, 20-25,000 Rupees 


Break your silence NOW! 
Stop violence against women! 


Shanti shared that she came from a poor family. She had wanted to study but her parents 
did not allow her to. She was kidnapped and her family members did not accept her back. 
She then joined Vanangana where she completed her studies. This was three years ago, 
and now she works with the organisation. 


Ms. Santosh is a 55 year old scavenger. She said that she did not like her traditional work, 
since she was treated as an untouchable and stated that she wanted a respectable job 
with provisions for old-age pension. 


Stories of Struggle presented at the Public Tribunal 


After that Ms. Huma invited Dr. Roop Rekha Verma, Ex-Vice Chancellor of Lucknow 
University and Head Of Department of Women Studies, to take the Chair for the Public 
Tribunal, in which there would be presentations of the cases by the survivors themselves. 


Ms. Verma invited the panel of three 
“people’s judges” to hear the victims’ 
Stories and give their views and 
recommendations: 


1. Ms. Sayeda Hameed: Sayeda 
Hameed was member of the 
National Women’s Commission 
from 1997 to 2000. She is the od 
founder member of The Muslim Women’s Forum and of SAHR (South Asians Forum 
for Human Rights), as well as founder trustee of various organisations working on 
issues of peace and reconciliation on a South Asia level. She has written a number 
of books in Hindi, English and Urdu. Her translations of various Urdu works are 


very well known and widely circulated. 
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2. Ms. Indira Jaisingh: Indira Jaisingh was the first woman to be designated as 
Senior Advocate by the High Court of Bombay in 1986. Her work, from the 
beginning of her legal career has focused on the protection of human rights, 
rights of women and those of the poor working class. She is the founder secretary 
of Lawyers Collective, an organisation serving the legal assistance needs of the 
deprived sections of society. Advocate Jaisingh has also been engaged in drafting 
a civil law on domestic violence. rae 


3. Dr. Vimal Thorat: Dr. Thorat is an Associate Professor of Hindi Literature, at the 

Indira Gandhi National Open University, New Delhi. She is a founder member of 
the National Federation of Dalit Women and co-convenor of the National 
Coalition for Dalit Human Rights (NCDHR). She has also been actively involved as 
an activist in the National Alliance of Women’s Organisation (NAWO). She has 
published and written extensively on Marathi Dalit poetry. 


Once the judges were introduced, each woman came forward to present her case: 


1. Draupadi | 

Draupadi is a 50-year-old widow, belonging to the Yadav community of village Pure 
Punder in Amethi Tehsil of district Sultanpur. She was stripped and then paraded 
naked around the village by Baburam, and members of his family on the 15° of March 
2001, for allegedly kidnapping his daughter. Her house was confiscated , her son was 
kidnapped and she herself spent 22 days behind bars. Now she has no place to stay. 
Her son is still missing to date. | 


2. Sanjo 

Sanjo, was a 19-year-old girl, ‘belonging to the ‘Nona’ community (backward) of 
Nathmalpur village, district Kushinagar. She was assaulted, tortured and beaten to 
death on the 16'" of August 2001, by a group of 5 men, acting on the mandate of the 
‘Panchayat’. She was suspected of being the mother of a new born child found in a 
neighbouring hamlet of the village. 


3. Rekha 

Rekha is a 27-year-old widow, belonging to the Thakur community of Bedeha village, 
Tindwari block of Banda district. She was shot at on the 25" of August, by her brother- 
in-law (who had assaulted her in the past as well), in an attempt to kill her so as to 
gain control over property that she had inherited on the death of her husband. She 
stated that her brother-in-law had been released from jail and she is still fighting 
against all odds since the State has turned a deaf ear to her pleas. 


4. Dharminiya 


Dhanminiya is a 33-year-old woman belonging to Raidas community (Scheduled Caste), 
of Gureh village of Banda district. She attempted suicide with her four children by 
jumping into a well. Villagers jumped in to save them, rescuing first the children and 
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then her. The children died but she survived. She has been charged with murder of her 


own children and has spent 8 months in jail. 


5. Maya | 

Maya is a 25-year-old Dalit woman, resident of Tirwa village, was staying in 
Nawabganj, Kanpur city. She was stripped and tortured inside the Nawabganj Police 
Station of Kanpur City by the police in an attempt to forcibly evict her from the land 
on which she had built her hut in the city. | : 


6. Kareshni | 

Kareshni Devi is a 68-year-old Dalit woman, of Nathmalpur village, Saharanpur district. 
She fights for prohibition and other evils in her village. She was raped by a 27-year-old 
boy and consequently insulted by her family and the entire village. The influential 


people in the village are supporting the rapist. _ 


7. Tejania 

Tejania was a 51 year old Dalit woman. She resided in Village Hasanpur Distt. 
Fatehpur. She had wanted to educate three children in her family so that they did not 
become labourers, but this aspiration was not to the liking of some influential 
members of the village. Taking advantage of a minor dispute, Thakur Devideen beat 
her up and later beat her to death on her daring to file a report against him and raising 
her voice in protest against the violence. They also raped and killed her grand 
daughter who had come to her rescue. They later murdered her daughter-in-law and 
her children. The main motive behind this murder was Tejania’s lodging an F.I.R. 
against Devideen under the SC/ST Act (This story was related by her daughter Kamala 


who was an eye witness) 


8. Deepti 
Deepti, a resident of Barabanki, had been married on 18 Feb. 1999 to Shailesh Gaur 


S/o S.K.Singh Gaur. An urban educated girl, she faced torture on account of dowry 
from day one. By threatening to disinherit him, her in-laws forced her husband to side 
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with them. She was not allowed to meet anyone, or write letters. She was thrown out 
of her house one night and a case of divorce was filed against her. 


9. Kishmatoon Bano ee. 
Kishmatoon Bano, a resident of distt. Chitrakut, was married 7years ago. Her in-laws 
used to torture her for dowry and would keep throwing her out of the house. She was | 
kept in her in-laws house for some time after her brother fulfilled their demands, but — 
she was again beaten and thrown out. The police were of no help. Today she is with | 
VANAGANA. 


10. Neelam ; 
Neelam was a resident of village Sersera distt. Hamirpur. She was married in 1995 to 
Manoj. She was continuously tortured by her husband and in-laws and was ultimately 
poisoned to death in October. The accused have been arrested. (The incident was 
related by Neelam’s grand mother) | 


11. Sahadatpur Incident 

People of Sahadatpur Basti (District Mau) were extremely disturbed by a local liquor 
shop. They started an agitation to close the shop. Police fired on the people. Kewla 
Devi, a 60 year old woman was shot dead at the site of the incident and other women 
were sexually molested. 


12. Urmila | 
Urmila is a 16 year old mentally retarded girl who was working as a domestic servant 
in Mr. Madan Lal Srivastava’s house since the past 6.years. She was raped by his son 
Sunil and she became pregnant. Madan Lal Srivastava refuted the charge of rape 
against his son. Urmila’s family is refusing to accept her or her child. 


13. Shakila Begum . 

A resident of Vikram village, district Sasapur in Bihar, Shakila Begum’s sister Waheeda 
was tortured for giving birth to a girl. Her three unborn daughters had been killed in 
her womb when she was 5 months pregnant. She was later burnt to death by pouring 
acid on her together with her 3 remaining daughters. 


14. Santosh 

Santosh has been working for the past 55 years as a scavenger in Sultanpur area of 
Saharanpur for which she is paid 10kg ration as wages for 6 months. Her daughters-in- 
law also follow the same profession. Her husband has become old and infirm. They 
face a lot of difficulties in this profession, but without this work they are unable to 
fend for themselves. 
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Status Report of Violence Against Women in Uttar Pradesh 


After the presentation by the victims themselves, Ms. 
Huma Khan presented a status report on violence 
against women in Uttar Pradesh. She stated that cases 
of violence against women are showing an increasing 
trend in UP. Women are losing their right to live and 
society appears completely biased against them. 
Though laws ensuring justice to women do exist, they 
are not properly implemented. Legal procedures are 
conducted in a totally biased manner, disadvantaging 
women. But the Government of UP, gives no weightage 
to women’s issues, concerns and problems, and treats ¥ 
them as second-class citizens. (For detailed version of 
this report see Appendix) 


Family Counselling Centres of Uttar Pradesh | 


The next presentation was made by Tulika, a member of 
WAMA who shared the findings of a report on Family 
Counselling Centres of UP and their role. She submitted 
in her report that for the last several years there has 
been a mounting tension between the Government and 
the women’s movementwith regard to solutions to 
domestic violence. For the last 20 years, the women’s 
movement had been actively demanding the introduction 
of proper arrangements for sensitive laws, security for 
vulnerable women and their rehabilitation. However, the 
Government has not taken any concrete steps in this 
regard. The Government however constituted Family Courts under Central Act of 1984 to 
keep the couples together in the family. There is a strong need to study their mode of 
functioning and perspective, as these courts appear to have been constituted primarily to 
maintain the institution of the family at any cost and not to provide justice to the women. 
(for detailed information see Appendix) 


Solidarity from the Dynamic Action Group 
After this presentation, Ms. Bharti from Dynamic Action Group congratulated the Hisaab 
Campaign on behalf of her group. 


Play on Violence Against Women 

After that, Vanangana Team presented a play “Om Jai Bharti Nari” based on the violence 
women women have to face inside the household (even sexual violence from family 
members) and the attitude of the law-enforcement agencies. 


This was followed by representatives from different organisations like DISHA, AIDWA, 
Janwadi Mahila Samiti expressing their views on the play. 
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CONCLUSION 
Verdict of the panel of People’s Judges: 


After athe the eminent people’s judges pronounced their individual verdict on the 
testimonies they had heard at the Public Tribunal. | | 


First and foremost, Ms. Sayeda Hameed 
congratulated the women for their brave statements, 
after they had suffered untold miseries and violence 
on their minds and bodies. She said that they should — 
keep heart as every night has a new dawn. There isa 
need to keep the lamp burning. Society can not 
tolerate a woman’s desire to become self-reliant and 
she has to face endless opposition and struggle. While 
citing the above cases, Ms. Hamid stated that 
whenever a woman tries to raise her head, she is 
suppressed by patriarchy. The status of women and 
Dalits in society is such that the powerful can not 
tolerate their progress in any field. After all, how 
dare a Dalit woman even think of educating her children - and for this mere thought she 
was murdered together with her entire family. She said that the dowry system is a curse 
on society. This greed for dowry is present in every community. In the Muslim Community 
widow remarriage was an excellent provision, but even there the status of widows is the 
same as that Hindu widows today. A woman faces several kinds of oppression in-a 
patriarchal society. These are created to keep a woman in control including the use of 
violence. Therefore there is a need today for women to recognise and know their rights. 
But we must not forget that the right to vote is a strong weapon in our hands. All political 
parties recognise the language of the vote. She said that through today’s Jan Adalat we 
have given a message that it is you who_ need us, not vice versa. She questioned the 
Government as to what they had done in the past 5 years. She expressed her anger by 
saying that it was a matter of great shame that not one government official was present is 
this venue to hearwhat these women have to say. The 
Government of UP has completely segregated itself 
from the women’s issues. Though UP tops the list of 
atrocities against women, the Government machinery 
has failed to check the practice. The day is not far 
when the Parliament and Vidhan Sabha will have no 
control, and civil society will start tak its own 
decisions. | 


Advocate Ms. Indira Jaisingh echoed similar 
sentiments. She said that today the voice of every 
woman is raised against the violence she is facing 
everywhere. She said that laws that have been made 
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to provide help to the weak are being used by the UP Government as an instrument of 
oppression and those who are responsible for ensuring justice do not do so. She also said 
that in the past two consecutive days where the victims shared their stories of horror with 
each other, neither the police nor any one from the district administration could spare a 
few moments to hear them. She strongly criticised the attitude of the Government 
regarding women’s issues and said that the working of the Government is exposed by the 


way it is trying to pass the law against domestic Violence. Illustrating that the bill being 


put forward by the government just pays lip-service to women without providing concrete 


help on the issue of violence. Passing the bill with these provisions would make no 
difference to the status of women. 


Prof. Vimal Thorat said that after hearing all these cases 
one question arises and that is, “Are we human beings ?” 
Every day we hear and read these types of cases and now 
finally we are raising our voice against them. Society 
creates hurdles in the path of progress of women if she 
wants to become self-reliant. Dalit women always face 
more atrocities than other women. She mentioned that 
the basic problem lies in the attitudes and not in the 
system. Although a system exists, there is no desire to 
make it work in the interests of womne’s rights. She 
reiterated that the police and the public should be 
sensitive towards women and should play an important. 
role in protecting and safe guarding the interest of 
women. This Jan Adalat would be a step in the right direction if the Government adopts a 
positive and sensitive attitude towards this issue. Finally she congratulated all the women 
present at the Jan Adalat (Public Tribunal) on their courage. 


Dr. Roop Rekha Verma wrapped up the 
proceedings of the Public Tribunal by concluding 
that the woman becomes the centre of all 
suppression because she is a woman: she _ is 
punished for other’s mistakes, she is punished for 
demanding her rights and punished even for her 
very existence. She undergoes the trauma of being 
thrashed for not being able to fulfil others wishes. 
Above all she is subjected to torture and 
punishments no matter what her religion, caste or 
class. Dalit women, however, face more oppression 
than others. While accusing the Government and 
police, she said that while these institutions had 
been created to provide justice and strengthen our 
rights, in reality their careless, biased and 
prejudiced attitudes were the real reason behind 
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violence. The situation is such that no FIRs? can be easily registered and if one is 
registered at all, the charges would be minimal. Further, the charge sheet, if filed, would 
be such that the accused would have plenty of room to get himself acquitted quite 
conveniently. This means that the system is against women from all sides no matter what 
her caste, creed or religion. She has to suffer the consequences of being a woman. 


Women Take a Pledge 


At the end of this verdict, the entire assembly of 3500 women stood up to take an oath to 
always struggle against Violence Against Women. 


Following this, Rehana , a member of WAMA read out the declaration and demands of the 
Public Tribunal . This was approved and passed by the entire assembly. 


After this a group of women went to submit Memorandum to the Chief Minister. With this, 
the two day Jan Adalat came to an end. 


Z . “ 
First Information Report at the Police Station 
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APPENDIX 1 
Highlights of the Status Report 


U.P. is one of the most densely populated State in the country. The state has an extremely 
feudal society, with a rigid caste system, and is home to a large percentage of minorities 
and as well as to dominant right wing politics. While Hindus form the major part of the 


population in the state, as in the rest of the country, Muslims are the second largest 
community. — | | : 


The state has an on going situation of violence and increasing criminalisation of politics. 
Uttar Pradesh is vulnerable to communal tension and riots. The situation has deteriorated 
after December 1992 when the Babri Mosque was demolished. U.P. has a Muslim 
Population of 17.3% and a Schedule caste population of 21%. Women from minority 
communities face greater control by men within their own communities and are targeted 
by the other communities during communal riots. | 


The scheduled caste population is extremely marginalised and dalit women face far 
greater repression. By the mid-80s the scheduled caste population had sought a political 
identity for themselves as seen in the 1989 and 1991 elections. The upper castes see this 
as a threat and repress them further, this repression has been manifesting itself in the 
form of violent backlashes as was seen in the incident in Fathepur and Malihabad in 2001. 
Women from the scheduled castes have faced most of the physical Violence and the 
stripping of scheduled caste women by caste Hindus, is a common place occurrence when 
making a statement. More often than not the stripping and efforts to humiliate women 
have economic fortunes. The more powerful agents in the society/community use this 
method to curtail the activities of women in particular and the community in general. 


The presence of NGOs and government schemes in the state have little impact, especially 
where women are concerned. Incidents of violence against women, which are frequent, 
raise interest in women’s issues temporarily, but have not been able to spark a debate or 
a movement that demands accountability and redress. Further, most of the NGOs are 
located in the development sector and are service based with limited components of a 
rights perspective. | 


Women in Uttar Pradesh 

We are concerned with the status of women in the state, and particularly with violence 
against women, which is an issue in itself, as well as a manifestation of discrimination 
faced by women. The problem is at two levels: in its recognition, and in the kind of 


solutions/resolutions found for its mitigation. 


Taking the case of Mahila Thanas for example: all cases of atrocities against women are 
directed to these Thana’ (in the Districts where they exist). The Thana staff is ill equipped 
to handle the cases, do not have a striking force and their jurisdiction is not defined, 
therefore they still have to go back to the concerned police station for investigation. 
Thereby prolonging the case and allowing for destruction of evidence in the process. 
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Due to the large spread, in terms of population and area, and the absence of research and 
data on the issue of Violence against women, despite our knowledge and experience of 
violence against women, it is often difficult to substantiate claims of its spread. 


Given the above, according to the National Crimes records Bureau (NCRB) figures for 1998 
issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Uttar Pradesh ranked first in the ratings of 
recorded crimes against women.. The total for which stands at 17497 reported cases, 
contributing 13.3% to the All-India total of Crimes Against Women. These include rape, 
kidnapping, dowry death, mental and physical “torture”, molestation, sexual harassment 
and trafficking. 


Indicators of the low status of women in the State: 

* The sex ratios in the state is amongst the lowest in the country, with 898 women per 
thousand men in UP. Lucknow, the state capital has sex ratio of 829 women per 
thousand men. Though there is widespread rejoicing that these figures have risen since 
the last census, the fact is that these figures indicate that there are 8879743 (eighty- 
eight lacks seventy nine thousand and forty three) missing women in the State! 


“ Infant mortality (girl child) in U.P. is 86.7 as against that of the national average of 
70.8 (SRS data 2001). Son-preference is extremely strong, as having a son carries the 
lineage and ensures the proper execution of one's final rites. This preference for sons 
has led to female infanticide, which with modern technology has become female 
foeticide. 


‘In literacy, from amongst the 16 most populous states of the union, U.P is ranked 14", 
just above Bihar and Rajasthan. The literacy rate of women in UP stands at a low of 
42.98% much lower than the national average of 54.16%. 


“+ UP has the highest number of reported dowry deaths and second highest number of 
rape cases in the country, as per National Crime Record Bureau 1998. 


“+ The maternal mortality rate of UP is 707 per 1,00,000 births, which is the highest in 
the country, and means about 40,000 women die each year while becoming 
mothers. 


“ Among the 16 major states of India, Uttar Pradesh with a total fertility rate of 5.2 
ranks 16" (Source: UNICEF, Patna). 


In a study conducted in Uttar Pradesh, by Jeijee Bhoy and Cook (1997) out of a sample of 


983 women in U.P. 455 of the women in the age group of 15 to 39 years reported abuse by 
an intimate partner. This amounts to 46.2% of the women admitting to abuse. 
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In a study conducted by VHAI and WHO titled “National Profile on women, health and 


development” by Gopalan and Shiva (ells). 2000, the following is the overview of the 
situation in U.P.: 


Child Rape 
During a three month media watch of ted Pe 
. reporte number of rapes, in a 
cases In six newspapers, carried out in four sample of girls below 16 
Districts of the State from January to March | LYS.) 
2001, by WAMA, a women’s network in U.P., or apeite 
18. 


the following data was collated: 


i 1996 — 
‘Attempt of suicide | 1996 | 18.2% _ 


No. of rapes | 1986 | 1192 
1291 


A noted fact in this study was the fact that not ea a 
a single day passed during the course of the No. of 1986 | 1597 
three months, when one or the other type of molestation’s 
the above-mentioned cases was not reported 


in some newspaper. 


The absence of a special law dealing with Domestic Violence being experienced by girls, 


older women, as well as_ other 
dependants, and cases of physical, 
mental and sexual abuse against them 


are accepted as non-serious offences 
[Domesticvislence fH 
[Harassment [TO 
bowry deaths oa geile san vid 
Se aS 
(a, Sas 


and a matter for counselling rather 
than specific corrective measures. No 
data has been recorded on marital 
rape, as it is not an offence under our 
criminal laws. The government's silence 
on this issue is due to its reluctance to 
remove the public private divide and 
intervene in any area that it sees as 
being in the private realm of the 
family. 


In doing so, the Government endorses violence against women by private actors that is 
illegal but is tolerated by the state through discriminatory enforcement of the law, as well 
as through discriminatory laws and practises. This endorsement is evident also from the 
fact that those in the Government themselves adhere to the practises and beliefs that 
perpetuate violence against women. This is evidenced from the fact that a minister of 
State gave a tacit approval to the Sati that took place in Mahoba in 1999, by saying that a 
Sati temple should be built at the site. 


That women face physical, mental and sexual abuse within the marital home on a regular 
basis, can be seen from a small survey of clients voluntarily seeking help from a non- 
government organisation in Chitrakoot District of Uttar Pradesh which makes available the 


following data: 


——_——— 2] 
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These figures and the 
experience of the 
organisation put to rest any 
ambiguities about the 
incidence of violence - 
against women = in the 
domain of the family. 


Types of VAW Jan 2000 to June 2001 
Domestic violence 
Dowry murder 


Mental violence 


Abandonment 


Health related violence 


Dowry is also seen as being a 
cause of spousal abuse or 
contributing to the violence | 

experienced by married women in their marital homes. In 1998 a total of 2229 cases of 
dowry death had been reported (NCRB, 1998) in the State. During the course of a three- 
month study of the newspapers across four districts of the State, it was found that the 
price of a bride is equivalent to a motorcycle, a buffalo, a gold chain or even Rs 10000/- 
(Hisaab Campaign Report, 2001). For as little as being unable to provide her martial family 
with any one, or a combination of these, brides are being burned. The number of cases 
reported under the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 is 633, putting Uttar Pradesh in the second 
position after Bihar in this regard. . | 


Women are denied reproductive choices, in that they do not have contraceptive choices, 
they are forced to have abortions, now increasingly based on sex-selection and are 
targeted by the government and aid agencies in family planning programmes. The 
declining sex ratio in the 0-6 age group is a clear indicator of female foeticide and 
infanticide. The woman who is deprived of reproductive choices is forced either by the 
family or social pressures to terminate the pregnancy or kill a newborn girl child. Even 
though the choice in the matter may not be hers, in the final analysis, it is the woman who 
is blamed. It is important to note here though, that not a single individual/agency has 
been convicted for female foeticide till date, even though there is a law banning it 
(Vatsalya Report, 1999). 3 


Issues like those of trafficking and child sexual abuse are known to be widespread, but 
cannot be corroborated by factual data. In the one instance the political-mafia nexus does 
not. allow for sustained and effective intervention, while in the other instance family and 
social taboos ban the sharing of violations taking place, confining it in secrecy and shame. 


TYPES OF VIOLENCE 


a) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family, including battering 
dowry related violence, marital rape, domestic violence (including as defined under 
Section 498A of the IPC), and other traditional practices harmful to women, non- 
spousal violence and violence related to exploitation. ‘ 

b) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the general community 
including rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and intimidation. at work place, in 
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education institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in women and forced prostitution, 
honor killing. 

c) Communal based violence and its effect on women 

d) Caste based violence 


€) Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or condoned by the State 
wherever it occurs. 


Contributing Factors | rarek 
The various types of violence faced by women derive from patriarchal structures, with 
sanction from culture, tradition and religion. This sanction takes the form of control over 
women, by whatever means, including violent ones, used by families/communities to 
protect their “honour”, who are conversely, identified as the upholders of this “honour”. 


All social and political structures within the system ensure that this balance of power 
remains tilted in favour of maintaining the status quo: in terms of the existing inequality. 
Violence is an accepted and widely used tool to enforce control and power over the 
already subordinate and marginalised. | 


Married women with children and with no economic support find it difficult to live on their 
own and are forced to continue in abusive relationships. The sheer indifference of all 
actors: perpetrators, family, community and state, to the violations suffered by women 
and the acceptance by the community of this violence, closes all doors through which they 
can access redress. If they can be considered any indicator of the redress mechanisms 
available to women (given the findings made public of the situation in the shelter home in 
Varanasi in 2000), the total number of shelter/short stay homes, protection homes and 
refuge home totals 15, across the State. 


Women do not have any property rights, either paternal or marital. While there may be 
legal provisions that do allow for limited rights, social practises and accepted behavioural 
norms look down upon women that dare to access and or demand rights any such rights 
that are legally theirs. | 


Globalisation is targeting the livelihood options of those in the agricultural sector (small 
and marginal farmers, women cultivators) forcing them into the casual labour market. Bills 
pending in front of the State legislature includes one that relegates slaughterhouses (a 
large income generating venture for a minority community) to outskirts of towns and 
cities, greatly increasing their vulnerability, local ‘mandis’ and bazaars that sell produce 
are also being pushed to the outskirts having a similar effect. 


Further, the mechanisation of agriculture has contributed to a 52% decline in women 
cultivators, while increasing their numbers in the labour force by 45%. Thereby greatly 
increasing their vulnerability. They are used as collateral for loans, as unpaid assistants for 
their husbands and bestowed on landowners or contractors as sexual favours. Institutions 
like NABARD and even the World Bank, who bring in Micro-credit programmes to provide 
loans to women, not to empower them, exploit women but on the basis that recovery is 
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easier. This procedure is followed even though it is know that the money is used by the 
men. 


The state gives a high priority to population control programmes, which again target 
women for terminal methods like sterilisation, despite UP having ten times the permitted 
failure rate given by the ICMR (SIFPSA being a case in point with a focus on population 
control, and women are seen as vehicles for the programmes, and in order to sell the idea 
to women, again the guise is of women's health and empowerment). The issue of women’s 
rights is seen as a soft issue and is given a low priority in state sponsored development 
programmes. 


This trend can clearly be seen over the past decade. The concept of nationalism in the 
country has undergone a distinct change. From the projection of India as a secular, non- 
violent society, the advent of right-wing politics has slowly shifted the focus, encouraging 
intolerance and fundamentalism. In the recent future, the glorifications of war (after the 
Kargil conflict), of militarism and of its violent masculinity are being touted as the ideals 
of patriotism. Our national heroes are no longer Gandhi or Gautam Buddha, but have been 
replaced by symbols of violence and bloodshed. This trend is being highlighted in the 
changes being made in the educational institutions and their syllabi as well. 


Uttar Pradesh, in fact, has pioneered the trend by attempting to make compulsory 
recitation of religious prayer in school assemblies, only to revoke the decision after a huge 
hue and cry was made at the National level against the decision. The State also has been 
showing increasing intolerance with the handling of what it terms as voices of dissent, be 
it the ‘Water’ incident (disallowing the shooting of a film, on the widows of Varanasi), the 
Sahayog and Bharosa incidents (targeting non-government initiatives on sexuality and 
health by severely curtailing their freedom of expression and imprisoning their staff 
members). Even in these incidents the government shields itself behind what it calls 
‘people's will’, where a gathering of 12 people is accepted as constituting this ‘people's 
will’! While the setting up of a State Human Right's Commission has been refuted by the 
government on the grounds that there is no need for such a Commission in the State. 
When in fact the NHRC receives the maximum number of complaints from Uttar Pradesh: a 
total of 17000 in the year 1999-2000 alone. 


Religious intolerance in the State is also on the rise as was evident from the extremely 
controversial Religious Places Bill as well as from its handling of the attacks on the 
Christian community, highlighted by the various incidents against them, across the State. 
Mathrua, Agra, Rampur, Kanpur, Benaras, Lucknow, Azamgarh, all cities where incidents. 
of violence against members of minority communities have taken place over the past two 
years. This, and the alienation and specific targeting of the Muslim community as 
supporters of terrorist organisations have given rise to an increased sense of insecurity 
within the minorities of the State. 


The mindset of the Uttar Pradesh Government is evident form the State government's 
position on two bills pending before the parliament. Their support for the POTO 
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(Prevention Of Terrorist) Ordinance is absolute. The State Government has stated that 
even in the case of its not being passed at the center, legislation will be passed at the 
State level, implementing the Ordinance with immediate effect. This ordinance reserves 
for the Government the option of taking full and absolute power in its own hands while 
completely disregarding the rights of the alleged accused. 


This becomes a matter of concern when clubbed together with the fact that the State has 
the highest number of reported custodial deaths, numbering 26 out of a countrywide total 
of 40 deaths! Out of a total of 5 custodial rapes 3 were in Uttar Pradesh and the police had 
to resort to firing in 44 occasions, in which 46 Civilians lost their lives as against a national 
total of 540, ranking third nationally in this regard (NCRB 1998). The number of cases 
reported under the prevention of Atrocities on SC/ST Act is 7972, the highest in the 
country, out of a total of 24263 total reported cases. + bist: 


The highest number of complaints lodged with the National Human Rights Commission also 
happens to be from Uttar Pradesh. Incidents like the Bahwanipur massacre (March 2001), 
in which 16 youth were killed in indiscriminate firing by the police or the Kanpur riots 
(March 2001), in which 30 persons were killed again in police firing, do little to instil faith 
in the State Government. A state with such a dubious human rights record, giving total 
support to an ordinance like POTO raises suspicions immediately. ff 


On the other hand the Government of Uttar Pradesh is one of only two States in the 
country that is not supporting the Domestic Violence Bill (also pending before the 
Parliament), saying that its sole objective is the ‘breaking up’ of the ‘family’ unit! Statistics 
state that the number of cases registered under ‘cruelty by husband and family’ for U.P. is 
5113 (NCRB, 1998). The number of cases recorded under the Dowry Prohibition Act is 
showing a yearly increase of 90% per year (NCRB report 1998)... given these figures, the 
State Government's support to an institution that perpetuates such violence against its 
members is in itself questionable! 


The Government's position only reinforces its desire to maintain the balance of power in 
favour of the powerful. Its silence about abuses against women hides problems that 
destroy, and sometimes end women's lives. As of now, it is clear that the state practices 
and defends domestic laws that discriminate. The Government of Uttar Pradesh excuses 
and fails to take action against prison guards that rape, police officers who forcibly traffic 
women, officials who assault, judges who exonerate white murderers, fathers who murder 
and rape daughters, and husbands who batter wives. 


The marginalised, be it scheduled castes, or religious minorities are kept in the fringes and 
suppressed by means of violence and fear. In this situation women and their lack of 
entitlement rival those of any other marginalised section of society and if anything can 
only be stated as being worse. If this situation does not change we cannot hope to create 
a society based on equality and justice, where every human being is guaranteed a life with 
dignity. This requires a transformation of political and social mores and a commitment by 
the polity and civil society to usher in the desired change. : 

KIH - \>o 
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APPENDIX 2 
Study on Family Counselling Centres in Uttar Pradesh (FCC) | 


Objective: 
To understand the function of FCCs linked to family court. 
¢ To comprehend the usability of FCCs as an pemervontion ‘ survivors © oa ‘domestic 
violence. | | be a paiig it Oi, 
e To develop a critical ‘analysis of the nature of counselling offered — counselling 
- required for Seaere of eae tas disputes. f , | 


Methodology: ae PRE lt 
This is not a ‘detailed egebich but a brief glance at the FCCs to cinta the following: 
¢ Comparative and objective information regarding the functioning “he past as seo! 
the state. | : 


¢ Examine its ranch vis-a-vis survivors “ti Gawestic A agaibeah 


The biiey essentially focused on the FCC, and was unable to find out the impact, due to 
the absence of follow-up information on cases, which is not maintained: vd the FCC. | 
Information not provided by the FCC voluntarily was inaccessible. © , 


Formats were prepared and pre-tested in the court of the principal judge, of Lucknow, 
and that has not been included in the study. A short secondary oe review was 
eee to pissed bs the state made on ae | 


The main sources looked at were: 

1997 Uttar Pradesh Legal Aid and Advise Boars amily Disputes: oct pee Why 
and How? ” 

e Various articles related to FCCs in the “Vidhik Sewa Patrika” published by the UPSLAB. 


The study is based on a sample size of 10 FCCs, selected on the basis of ‘regional 
representation. The districts were Mahoba, Mirzapur, Sitapur, Saharanpur, Allahabad, 
Banda, Chitrakoot, Chandauli, Varanasi and Lucknow. Out of the ten, two, Varanasi and 
Chandauli were non-functional. In Varanasi, there had been a theft and there was nothing 
and no one there. In Chandauli we were unable to find out the reason for the closed FCC. 
On the basis of the above chart the interviews conducted along with the shige ae 
secondary literature review, we can draw the following conclusions: 
The continuation of marriages is of prime consideration for the FCC. 
e Asaresult of this, the focus of the counselling is on getting. the couple a) together. 
The following arguments: | 
¢ For men: Posing the headache of paying maintenance ¢ or the bah t by police 
as options to staying together. 
¢ For women: generating fears of social ostracism, lack of future security, or all men’ 
are the same, therefore divorce is pointless. In rare cases, where parents have 
been supportive of the women’s decision, it has been seen and presented as 


HISAAB CAMPAIGN 


a 


unwarranted interference in their daughter’s life, which is actually responsible for 
her ruination. | | 

¢ The above points clearly show the fact that the counsellors are perpetuating the 
stereotypical notions of women’s roles within the institution of marriage. It is clear 
that they do not have any understanding about women’s rights, movement struggle 

 . (ete: 

¢ This is born out by the fact that they have no formal training as counsellors, and 
none have been trained in gender issues. 

¢ Further this clearly shows that the counsellors are not objective, as their 
counselling is informed by other considerations. 

¢ There is no follow-up of the so-called resolved cases; there current status is 
unknown. There is very little regularity in thc counselling offered, as very often | 
the counsellors simply do not come. | | 

¢ Most centres give very little time to the Cases, and are not focussed in their 
intervention. | | 

¢ A large percentage, 72.86% are not resolved by the FCC, and in fact only add to the 
litigation time taken in the normal course, thereby, putting into question the very 
purpose of setting up of the FCCs. 

¢ There is very little information about where the FCCs are, even within the court 
premises. | 

¢ Despite the lawyers not being allowed in the family court they came into the FCCs 
as well, and the plead the interest of the client. 


It was mentioned that they were unable to find out the amount of money spent on one 
FCC as the information regarding the finding is not available. It was also mentioned that 
none of the FCCs can complain of lack of funds and the funds were provided by the 
UPSLAB from its annual budget of about Rs 3 Crore. However it was not possible to share 
the expenditure on per centre basis. As such there was lack of transparency in the 
resources spent and work accomplished. 


Through this study many things have become evident that the focus of the FCC needs to . 
change in respect to the interest of the survivors. It was also evident that the inherent 
structural limitations actually make it a structure that adds to the experiences of 
violence, at a time when the survivors mostly needed the support. Lack of follow up 
strategy was also a major bottleneck in providing a solution to survivors. Hence for a 
better and effective impact the present form of the FCC needs to be revisited. 
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Name of Organisations and Individuals who took part in 


n- o w Be, 


. Shikhar 


APPENDIX 3: 


AALI, Lucknow 

Action Aid, Lucknow 

ASHA, Lucknow 

AWAZ Lucknow 

Mahila Federation, Lodhi Purwa, 
Fatehpur, Khaga, Kanpur 
B.G.V.S, Lucknow 

Asmita, Varanasi 

SEWA, Lucknow 

GIDS, Lucknow 


_M.G.G.K., Chitrakut | 

. SARC, Varanasi 

. DISHA, Saharanpur 

. Vanangana, Karvi 

_ KRITI Resource Centre Lucknow 
. Aadharshila, Lucknow 

. AIWC, Lucknow 

. VIGYAN, Lucknow 

. UPVAN, Lucknow 

. UPVHA Lucknow 

. Nari 


Vikas 


Sewa 
Kushinagar - 3 


Samiti, 


. GEAG Gorakhpur 


_Gramin Punarnirman Sansthan, 
Azamgarh 
. Janwadi Mahila Samiti, 


Chandauli, UP 


. Chitrakoot Sewa Ashram 

_ Gramonnati Sansthan, Mahoba 

_ Janwadi Mahila Samiti, Chandauli 
. SAHAYOG, Almora 
. Sahyog, Allahabad 
.NAZ Foundation 


International, 
Lucknow 


. OXFAM, Lucknow 
. Mahila Samakhaya, 


Chandauli, 
Allahabad, Saharanpur 
Prashikshan Sansthan, 
Mirzapur 


33: 
34. 
api 
36. 


B¥i 
38. 
32. 
40. 
41. 
42. 


43 


44 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 


49. 
50. 
of: 
32. 
33s 


54. 


ads 
56. 
aie 
58. 
ae 
60. 


the Public Tribunal 


Gramya Sansthan, Naugarh 
AIPWA 

AIDWA 

Bajanthi Swaraswati Mahila Vikas 
Evam Gramothan Samiti, 
Kushinagar 

Sahayogini, Chatarpur, MP 
Lucknow University 

CHETNA , Alllahabad 

Parmarth, Urai, Jalaon 

Voice of Partners (VOP) 

DMST, Lucknow 


Outside Uttar Pradesh: 


. Action India, Delhi 

. Jagori, Delhi 

CREA, Delhi 

TARSHI, Delhi 

Lawyer’s Collective, Dethi 
Partners _ in Law 
Development , New Dethi 
The Hunger Project, Dethi 
Nirantar, Delhi 

Shabnam Trust, Delhi 
1.C.R.W 
District 
Jaipur 
People’s Union 
Liberties, Jaipur 
Navsarjan, Gujarat 
Gramin Sansthan, Ahmedabad 
Gramin Rachnatmak Chetna 
Center for Social Justice, Gujarat 
SEWA, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh 
Sarva Shakti Sangam, Jagjit 
Nagar (Sutra), Himachal Pradesh 


and 


Women Department, 


For Civil 
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Will their cr 


STAFF REPORTER 
LucKNOW 


ALMOST 3500 women atiended 
the public hearing organised by 
WAMA (Women’s Association for 
Mobilisation and Action), in asso- 
Ciation with AIDWA, AIPWA. and 
PUCL on International Human 
Rights Day. Yet, as one of the 
members of the judges’ panel ob- 
served in her summing up, not a 
single representative of the state 
g§evernment thought it worth- 
while tw atiend this large gather- 
ing of women and hear them 
share the tales of the oppression 
they have suffered, only because 
they are women, and often be- 
cause they have compounded this 
offence by being from a lower 
caste or a minority. 

The stories told at the hearing, 
meanwhile, drove some listeners 
to tears and others to a seething 
anger. The stories ranged from the 
brutal ‘honour killing’ of 19-year- 
old Sanjo, to the attempted mur- 
der of Rekha, a 27-year-old 

Thakur widow. Rekha still bears 


¥ 


WOMEN VOICE THEIR WOES BUT. 


the scars of the three bullets fired 
at her by her husband's elder 
brother, to gain control of the 
share in the family property in- 
herited by her on her husband's 
death. Dhanminiya, a 33-year-old 
woman of the Raidas community, 
spoke of how she had spent eight 
years in jail, charged with having 
jumped into a well with her four 
children, all of whom died while 
she survived. Her husband and his 
brothers, who had sexually as- 
saulted and tortured her for 
years, had all joined together and 
accused lier of attempting suicide, 
tanaging to have her proved 
guilty in a court of law. 

The story of Tejania, a 51 -yeur- 
old Dalit woman, who, along with 
her daughter-in-law and three 
children, was murdered by 
Devideen, an influential Thakur of 
the samo village because she had 
dared to lodge a case against him 
under the SC/ST Act, was no less 
horrifying than that of 68- year- 
old Kareshni, raped by a man 
young enough to be her son. 

Kismatun Bano of Chitrakoot 


les penetrate the 


has been consistenuy harassed ‘by 
husband and in-laws for dowry. 
lier poor widowed mother gave 
her greedy in laws whatever she 
could afford at the time of her 
marriage. But demands for a 
motorcycle and Its 10,000 began 
on day one of marriage and years 
of torture, mental and physical, 
uninterrupted by the birth of a son 
three years ago have since fol- 
lowed. Today, she lives with her 
brothers, and cannot even afford 
to buy food and clothes for herself 
and her son: 

Shakila could barely hold back 
her tears as she described the 
murder of her sister and her three 
daughters by her husband and in- 
laws. 

The Sadatpura incident where 
a 60-year-old woman was killed 
and others molested when a pub- 
lic‘movement for the closure of a 
liquor shop turned violent after 
police intervention, was also 
among the cases placed before the 

jury. was the case of Deepti 
Singh tho wife of a scientist, who 
has peen the victim of dowry ha- 


rassinent, beaten apd abused by 
her highly educated sisters-in-law 
for Rs 5 lakh and alcar 
The most terrible of the tales, 

however, was of Maya Gautam. 
This 25-year-old Dalit woman. has 
been the victim of the worst kind 
of police brutality. She was 
stripped and tortured inside the 
Nawabganj police sjation, in an at- 
tempt to forcibly evict her from a 
piece of land. ‘ 

_ Later, the judges, Vimal Thorat, 
Syeda Hamid, Indira Jaisingh and 
Roop Rekha Verma, who presid- 
ed over the hearing, gave their’ 
Summing up of the cases they had 
heard, in these Words: A woman 
is punished throughout her life, 
firstly for being a woman and for 
giving birth to girl children, or for 
others’ crimes and the bodies of 
women are d for settling 
scores. Women dre punished for 
breaking silenca or when she 
fights for the right to life, or when 
she tries to end her life because . 
it is miserable beyond bearing. 
She is, therefore, not allowed to 
live with dignity or to die. her life 


portals of power? 


is a commodity in someone else's 
hands. She is a medium to amass 
other people's wealth, either 
through dowry, or because of 
property. Whether Hindu or 
Muslim. women suffer equally and 
Dalit ere are victims 3 triple 
oppression, for being . for be- 
ing women, and for Tins Dalits, — 
the state police and judiciary are 
usually found standing with the 
oppressors, : 

The panel has called upon all 
governments to enact laws against 
domestic violence, as formulated 
by the women's movement, with- 
out dilution and tampering and 
upon the the judiciary and police 
to do justice to law without fear 
or favour or bias. They have also 
called upon all mechanisms of the 
State government to engage in a 


war footing ir sensitig~ “ion 
of police, judiciary, medi og 
titioners and legal professi, Oils. 


A special call has been made to 
the state government, to allow 
space for democratic struggle in- 
stead of crushing it with oppres- 
sive laws like POTO, 
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Women debate their rights 


Times News Network 


LUCKNOW: It was a congrega- 
tion of a different type. Women, 
mostly. under-privileged with a 
tale of harassment to narrate, 
assembled at the Jyotiba Phule 
stadium in Chowk to share their 
views at a ‘Jan Adalat’ (People’s 
court) held under the aegis of 
WAMA — a women’s organisa- 
tion. | 
For Gunwanti, a woman in her 
mid-30s, who came _ from 
Kushinagar with her mother-in- 
law and a neighbour Baskar1 
Devi, it was certainly not a joy 
ride. “Mein Lucknow ghumne 
nahi aayee (I have not come here 
for sight-seeing). 1 want to tell my 
sister how the upper caste and 
powerful people of my village are 
mistreating us,” she said. 
Gunwanti belongs to a sched- 
uled caste. “My sas (mother-in- 
law) 1s with me. If people do not 
believe me, they should believe 
amma.” she said. | 
Gunwanti is not alone. There 
are a number of women 


like 
Cjunwant who are in Lucknow to 


talk about their rights and power. 
Take for instance Sukhai, who 
now knows men cannot treat 
women like doormats. Then there 
is Surji Devi, whose husband 


WAITING TO ACT 


@ There are a number of women 
like Gunwanti who are in 
Lucknow to talk about their 
rights and powerThe Tree-lovers - 
of the city have sent a fax to the 
PM, urging him to stop the felling 
of trees in the name of road- 
widening. 


@ We will fight Surji’s case, said 
Sukhai. No one can treat 
women like that, she added. 


@ The feelings of some of the 
women participants became 
more evident during the work- 


shops. 


brought another woman home 


e fine day. on 
on We. will fight Suri § Case, said 


ppipeanseceeee hy 


eohtthe, When Masham rte? ene 
eiets 


Sukhai. No one can treat women - Y} 


like that, ” she added. 


The Jan Adalat, which was 
inaugurated by lighting a 
‘mashaal’, was followed by a 
series of workshops. 

The feelings of some of the 
women participants became more 
evident during the workshops. ; 

village women expresse 
dint Vou about health prob- 
lems and even on intricate issucs 
like communalism. 

A workshop on ‘Women and 
patriarchy’ was organised by 
Nirantar, an NGO from Delhi. —» 

This dealt at length.on the 
rights of women in sce ae 
vis the rights of men. A workshop 
on health problems was — 
ised by Sahyog, a city base 
NGO. The workshop on caste no 
anchored by Subashini All. 
Besides this, workshops on topics 
like ‘Law and law quire 
and ‘war’ were also ss 

Sonia Jabbar and Praful Bidwat 
were the main speakers. 
The ‘Jan. Adalat’ will continue 


on Monday also 
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2a sre fem 8 Weta @ Gare Hl UTS AAAI | 
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shared their tales of horror with 
each other. But 


trying to bring the law against do- 
mestic violence. All important 
points have been removed from 
the bill which would now ensure 
only lip service to women falling 


ment is exposed by the way it is 
victims to domestic violence.” — 


, Neither the po- 


ice nor any one from the district 
Sharing their views with the 


administration could spare a few 
moments to hear their stories. 
Lucknow Newsline, on the stand 


women” Similar sentiments were 
echoed by fire-brand advocate 


Indira Jaisingh, the first woman 
by the Bombay High Court in 


1986. 


ated itself from the issues of 
to be designated senior advocate 
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